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Issues and Trends in Collection Development 
for East Asian Legal Materials*
Jootaek Lee,** Xiaomeng Zhang,*** Keiko Okuhara,† and Evelyn Ma††
The authors delineate the general policy and guidelines for developing foreign and 
transnational law collections in U.S. law libraries, and they analyze factors that shape 
East Asian collections, such as law libraries’ preservation and digitization efforts and 
their related cost-efficiency, and the availability and quality of English translations. 
The authors then discuss the main sources for Korean, Japanese, and Chinese law.
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shifting	 research	 interests,	 and	 proliferating	 print	 and	 electronic	 sources	 with	
steeply	rising	costs,	developing	foreign	law	collections	of	continuing	relevance	and	
utility	without	 affecting	 the	 scope	 and	 integrity	 of	 the	 overall	 library	 collection	
remains	a	difficult	balancing	act.
¶2	 Conducting	 legal	 research	 relating	 to	 East	 Asian	 countries	 increasingly	
requires	proficiency	in	both	English	and	the	vernacular.	Acquiring	materials	in	the	
vernacular,	particularly	in	print,	adds	associated	processing	costs	and	necessitates	
personnel	with	appropriate	 language	skills.	Subscribing	 to	electronic	 sources,	on	
the	other	hand,	is	often	analogous	to	leasing	and	generally	deprives	the	library	of	
ownership	 of	 the	 materials	 as	 well	 as	 the	 benefit	 of	 continued	 future	 use.	






of	 English	 translations.	 Next,	 print	 and	 electronic	 resources	 for	 conducting	
research	 in	 the	 laws	 of	 South	 Korea,	 Japan,	 and	 China,	 as	 well	 as	 Hong	 Kong,	
Macau,	 and	 Taiwan,	 are	 comprehensively	 surveyed.	 The	 concluding	 section	
explores	 the	 pressing	 issues,	 current	 trends,	 and	 challenges	 in	 developing	 South	
Korean,	Chinese,	 and	 Japanese	 law	collections	 in	an	academic	 law	 library	 in	 the	
United	States.
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Collection Development for Foreign and Transnational Law
¶4	Building	a	foreign	law	collection	in	an	academic	law	library	is	challenging	











collection	 that	 meets	 the	 information	 needs	 of	 the	 law	 school’s	 constituency,	
including	the	faculty	and	students.2	Foreign	law	collections	are	typically	designed	
to	 enhance	 the	 library’s	 ability	 to	 offer	 the	 law	 school	 community	 high-quality	
information	resources	for	foreign	law	research.
¶6	At	the	same	time,	under	Standard	606	and	its	interpretations,	a	foreign	law	








law,	civil	 law,	or	 Islamic	 law,	and	by	 the	 types	and	purposes	of	sources	collected.	








	 Level	 5—Comprehensive	 Level:	 A	 collection	 which,	 so	 far	 as	 is	 reasonably	
possible,	 includes	 all	 significant	works	 of	 recorded	 knowledge	 (publications,	
	 1.	 Mary	 Rumsey,	 Going Global: Developing an Electronic Foreign and International Law 
Collection: Part 2,	18	TrendS L. LiBr. mgmT. & Tech.	43,	46	(2008).
	 2.	 am. Bar aSS’n, 2012–2013 STandardS and ruLeS oF Procedure For aPProvaL oF Law 
SchooLS	45–46	(2012).
	 3.	 See id.	at	45.
	 4.	 See	Collecting Levels,	Law LiBrarY oF cong.,	 http://www.loc.gov/acq/devpol/cpc.html	 (last	
visited	Apr.	 23,	 2013)	 for	 the	Library	of	Congress’s	 description	of	 collecting	 levels	 under	 the	RLG	
system,	known	as	the	RLG	Conspectus.
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manuscripts,	and	other	forms)	in	all	applicable	languages	on	a	specific	juris-




including	 materials	 containing	 research	 reporting,	 new	 findings,	 scientific	









law	 school	 instruction	 or	 sustained	 independent	 study;	 that	 is,	 adequate	 to	
maintain	knowledge	of	a	jurisdiction	required	for	limited	or	generalized	pur-
poses,	of	less	than	research	intensity.	It	includes	a	wide	range	of	basic	mono-
graphs,	 complete	 collections	of	works	of	more	 important	writers,	 selections	
from	 the	 works	 of	 secondary	 writers,	 a	 selection	 of	 representative	 journals	
from	 a	 region	 or	 jurisdiction,	 and	 reference	 tools	 and	 fundamental	 biblio-












study	 in	 the	 subject	 area	 involved.	 The	 library	 selectively	 collects	 primary	
sources	of	a	jurisdiction.




	 Level	 0—Out-of-Scope:	 The	 library	 does	 not	 collect	 any	 materials	 for	 this	
jurisdiction.
¶9	 Libraries	 can	 conserve	 collection	 budgets	 by	 buying	works	 that	 compare	
countries	or	regions	on	topics	of	interest.	Most	of	these	collected	materials	exist	in	
English.	Libraries’	collections	of	foreign	law	materials	should	also	include	collective	
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works	covering	many	countries.	Examples	of	these	are	Investment Laws of the World,	
Constitutions of the Countries of the World,	vLex,	HeinOnline’s	World Constitutions 
Illustrated,	foreign	law	collections	on	Westlaw	and	LexisNexis,	Commercial Laws of 
the World,	and	Tax Laws of the World	available	via	RIA	Checkpoint.
Foreign Law Collection Development Challenges
¶10	Academic	law	libraries	in	the	United	States	are	increasingly	providing	access	




















librarians	 often	 cannot	 determine	 the	 content	 of	 books	 until	 they	 arrive	 in	 the	
United	States,	and	because	commentaries	and	English	 translations	are	expensive.	
Borrowing	from	libraries	overseas	is	not	optimal	due	to	time	delays	and	the	cost	of	
	 5.	 Jason	 Boog,	 eBook Revenues Top Hardcover,	gaLLeYcaT	 (June	 15,	 2012,	 3:42	 P.m.),	 http://
www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/ebooks-top-hardcover-revenues-in-q1_b53090.	 Trade	 paperbacks,	
however,	had	the	largest	sales.












	 10.	 For	more	 on	 this	 topic,	 see	 generally	PaTron-driven acQuiSiTionS	 (David	A.	 Swords	 ed.,	
2011).
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shipping.	 Interlibrary	 loan	 for	 foreign	 legal	materials	among	 libraries	within	 the	
United	States	can	be	problematic	as	well:	because	each	law	school	focuses	on	a	dif-
ferent	 set	 of	 countries,	 overlapping	 foreign	 collections	 are	 few	 and	 far	 between.	
Therefore,	other	forms	of	access	to	materials,	such	as	reciprocal	arrangements	with	
other	U.S.	libraries	and	cooperative	collection	development,	may	be	the	best	option	
for	 academic	 libraries	 that	do	not	have	 enough	money	 to	develop	a	 foreign	 law	
collection	that	meets	all	of	their	needs.




is	 space	 to	house	 the	collection,	and	what	decisions	are	made	about	 the	balance	
between	print	and	electronic	resources.	Recognizing	the	problems	and	difficulties	
in	collecting	foreign	law	materials,	libraries	should	design	collection	development	
policies	 that	 take	 into	account	 the	uniqueness	of	a	country’s	 legal	 resources	and	
research	tools.
Issues Relating to East Asian Law Collection Development






dented	 and	 growing	 demand	 for	 Chinese	 legal	 materials	 in	 both	 Chinese	 and	
English,	 while	 at	 the	 same	 time	 they	 are	 confronting	 an	 exponential	 growth	 of	
publications	on	Chinese	law	in	China	as	well	as	in	the	United	States.	The	demand	
for	Korean	legal	materials	is	also	increasing.	In	addition	to	Korea’s	long-standing	








allies	 and	 increasingly	 interdependent	 economic	partners,	 Japan	 and	 the	United	
States	 have	 cooperated	 to	 build	 a	 strong,	multifaceted	 relationship.	A	wealth	 of	
donated	 Japanese	 legal	materials	has	 enriched	 the	 collections	of	 Japanese	 law	 in	
academic	 law	 libraries	 in	 the	United	 States.	 Columbia	University	 Law	 School,12	
	 11.	 U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement,	oFFice oF The u.S. Trade rePreSenTaTive,	http://www.ustr
.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/korus-fta	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 12.	 The	 Center	 for	 Japanese	 Legal	 Studies	 at	 Columbia	 was	 founded	 in	 1980	 with	 financial	
support	 from	 the	 Fuyo	Group	 (a	 consortium	of	 leading	 Japanese	 companies)	 and	 the	 Japan-U.S.	
Friendship	Commission.	The	focus	of	the	collection	on	Japanese	law	dates	to	the	aftermath	of	World	
War	II.	In	1982,	the	Toshiba	Library	for	Japanese	Legal	Research	was	founded	with	the	donation	of	



















various	national	 jurisdictions.	 Since	 the	East	Asian	 law	 collections	 in	 the	United	
States	were	originally	built	during	the	print	era,	East	Asian	law	resources	for	older	














The	 collection	 holds	 25,791	 volumes	 in	 Japanese	 and	 1374	 titles	 in	Western	 languages.	 Thanks	 to	
Rob	Britt	 at	 the	University	of	Washington	 for	providing	 information	on	 this	 subject.	See also	Rob	
Britt,	Japanese Legal Research at the University of Washington,	gaLLagher Law LiBrarY,	http://lib.law
.washington.edu/eald/jlr/jres.html	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 14.	 See	Japanese Law Collection,	waShingTon univ. Law,	http://law.wustl.edu/library/pages.aspx
?id=1473	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).	Currently,	the	collection	contains	1003	titles	and	5719	volumes	of	
Japanese	legal	materials	in	Japanese.
	 15.	 See	 inSuP TaYLor & marTin m. TaYLor, wriTing and LiTeracY in chineSe, korean and 
JaPaneSe	102–04	(1995).	In	Korea,	an	act	to	change	the	direction	of	writing	(한글전용에	관한	법률)	
was	passed	on	October	9,	1948.
	 16.	 Global Resources Law Partnership,	 cTr. For reSearch LiBrarieS,	 http://www.crl.edu
/collaborative-digitization/law-library-microform-consortium	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).
	 17.	 Law LiBrarY microForm conSorTium,	http://www.llmc.com	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).




example,	HeinOnline’s	World Constitutions Illustrated	 library,	 launched	 in	April	
2010,	includes	all	the	historic	and	current	versions	of	constitutions;	commentaries;	
scholarly	 articles;	 and	 a	 bibliography	 of	 selected	 constitutional	 works	 of	 Korea,	
mainland	 China,	 Taiwan,	 and	 Japan.	 Also	 included	 are	 external	 links	 to	 back-
ground	information.	Although	HeinOnline	has	not	started	to	digitize	East	Asian	
laws	or	 case	 reports,	 the	 addition	of	 both	Canadian Supreme Court Reports	 and	
Israel Law Reports	to	HeinOnline	in	2011	is	a	sign	that	digitizing	East	Asian	legisla-
tion	and	judicial	decisions	is	not	unthinkable.	Both	HathiTrust	and	Google	have	
included	primary	 and	 secondary	 legal	materials	 of	East	Asian	 countries	 in	 their	




development	 for	 East	Asian	 legal	materials.	 Keeping	 both	 outdated	 and	 current	
legal	materials	 requires	 space	 and	 staff	 to	maintain	 them.	By	 ensuring	 access	 to	
materials	that	are	being	digitized	and	made	available	online,	selectors	may	be	able	











¶23	 In	Korea,	most	current	 laws	and	government	 records	are	primarily	digi-









	 18.	 관련법령	[Related Laws],	naT’L archiveS oF korea,	http://www.archives.go.kr/next/manager
/eprofLaw.do	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 19.	 naT’L LiBrarY oF korea,	http://www.nl.go.kr/nl/index.jsp	(last	visited	Apr.	29,	2013).
	 20.	 oFFiciaL gaZeTTe,	http://contents.archives.go.kr/next/gazette/viewMain.do	(last	visited	Apr.	
29,	2013).
329COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT FOR EAST ASIAN LEGAL MATERIALSVol. 105:3  [2013-16]
is	 a	 conflict	 between	 them.21	 Cases	 are	 digitized	 by	 the	Constitutional	 Court	 of	
Korea	and	the	Supreme	Court	of	Korea.	Scholarly	books	and	articles	are	also	digi-
tized	 by	 libraries,	 including	 the	 National	 Assembly	 Library,	 if	 the	 author	 gives	
permission.22








the	 Law	 Library	 of	 Congress,	 although	 the	 documents	 are	 not	 collected	 for	 the	
purpose	 of	 preservation.25	 The	 Korean	 government	 contributes	 digitized	 legal	
materials	 to	GLIN.26	 Because	 the	 documents	 originate	 from	 the	Korean	 govern-












	 22.	 See	Erik	Mobrand,	National Assembly Library, Seoul,	diSSerTaTion reviewS	(Mar.	12,	2013),	
http://dissertationreviews.org/archives/2342.
	 23.	 The Beginning of Asian Collections: Korean,	LiBrarY oF cong.,	 http://www.loc.gov/rr/asian
/collections.html#Korean	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).




	 26.	 See	Marydee	Ojala,	Global Legal Information Network: An Interview with Donna Scheeder,	
onLine,	 Jan./Feb.	 2009,	 http://www.infotoday.com/online/jan09/Ojala.shtml,	 for	more	 information	
about	GLIN.







Functions of the Nat’l Archives,	naT’L archiveS oF JaPan,	 http://www.archives.go.jp/english/abouts
/function.html	(last	visited	May	11,	2013).
	 28.	 Kokuritsu	Kōbunshokanpō	[National	Archives	Act],	Law	No.	79	of	1999.
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and	 records	 to	 determine	 what	 is	 required	 for	 appropriate	 preservation,	 and	
records	 of	 importance	 are	 stipulated	 under	 a	 cabinet	 resolution	 of	 March	 30,	
2001.29	Additionally,	the	Japan	Center	for	Asian	Historical	Records	(JACAR)30	pre-
serves	digitized	data	from	various	national	institutions.31	Two	well-known	digitiza-
tion	projects	on	Japanese	law	are	worth	mentioning	here:	the	Joseph Berry Keenan 
Digital Collection	of	 the	Harvard	Law	School	Library,	which	provides	 invaluable	
information	 on	 the	 Tokyo	 War	 Crimes	 Trial,32	 and	 the	 University	 of	 Virginia	





Kong	 has	 launched	more	 than	 twenty-five	 databases	 with	 full-text	 materials	 in	
PDF.34	Among	them	are	the	Basic Law Draft History Online,	Historical Laws of Hong 
Kong Online,	Hong Kong’s War Crimes Trials Collection,	and	Hong Kong Government 
Reports Online (1842–1941);35	all	are	valuable	resources	for	researchers	interested	
in	Hong	Kong	legal	history,	legislative	history,	and	international	law.	The	National	
Library	of	China	has	 also	 launched	a	digital	 library	 that	 comprises	hundreds	of	
thousands	of	electronic	resources	online.36	A	few	of	these	items	are	now	available	
in	 PDF	 at	 the	World	 Digital	 Library	 web	 site,	 another	 giant	 global	 digitization	
	 29.	 Management of Necessary Measures for Proper Preservation of Government Documents 
and Records of Importance as Historical Materials	 (Cabinet	 Decision,	Mar.	 30,	 2001),	 available at	
archivóLogo (Nov.	24,	2005),	http://archivologo.blogcindario.com/2005/11/00075-japon-iv.html.





	 32.	 Joseph Berry Keenan Digital Collection,	harvard Law Sch. LiBrarY,	http://www.law.harvard
.edu/library/digital/keenan-digital-collection.html	(last	visited	May	11,	2013).	The	collection	consists	








The	 collection	 also	 includes	more	 than	 20,500	 original	 documents	 donated	 to	 the	 law	 school	 by	
Tavenner’s	 family	 in	 1978.	The Tokyo War Crimes Trial,	va. Law,	 http://lib.law.virginia.edu/imtfe
/person/244	(last	visited	May	11,	2013).
	 34.	 Digital Initiatives,	univ. oF hong kong LiBrarieS,	http://www.lib.hku.hk/database	(last	vis-
ited	May	2,	2013).
	 35.	 hong kong governmenT rePorTS onLine (1842–1941),	 http://hkgro.lib.hku.hk/exhibits
/show/hkgro/home	 (last	 visited	 May	 2,	 2013),	 includes	 four	 major	 government	 publications:	
Administrative Report,	Hong Kong Sessional Papers,	Hong Kong Hansard,	and	Hong Kong Government 
Gazette.
	 36.	 Dawei	Wei	&	Yigang	Sun,	The National Digital Library Project,	d-LiB. mag.,	May/June	2010,	
http://www.dlib.org/dlib/may10/dawei/05dawei.html.
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project.37	Although	the	National	Digital	Library	Project	does	not	focus	specifically	
on	legal	materials,	it	is	a	helpful	resource	for	scholars	interested	in	the	imperial	legal	







translations	available	in	the	Laws and Regulations of the Republic of China	database	
by	the	Ministry	of	Justice	of	Taiwan.39
¶28	 Many	 Korean	 primary	 sources	 of	 law,	 especially	 constitutions,	 codes,	
decrees,	 and	 administrative	 rules	 and	 regulations,	 are	 now	 being	 translated	 into	
English	and	are	available	free	of	charge	on	the	Internet.40	They	are	officially	trans-
lated	by	the	Korean	government	and	government-affiliated	institutes.	Some	good	
examples	 are	Statutes of the Republic of Korea	 by	 the	Korea	 Legislation	Research	
Institute	 (KLRI)41	 and	Korean Laws in English	 by	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Government	
Legislation.42	The	former	web	site	also	provides	a	legal	glossary,	which	allows	users	
to	 translate	English	 legal	 terms—including	 statute	names,	 type	 of	 law,	 and	 local	
government	system—into	standard	Korean	legal	 terms.43	A Research Guide and a 
Bibliography for Korean Legal Resources in English	in	Globalex	lists	English	transla-
tions	of	Korean	legal	materials	both	in	print	and	online.44
¶29	 One	 of	 the	 objectives	 of	 justice	 system	 reform	 in	 Japan	 was	 to	 provide	
English	translations	of	Japanese	laws,45	and	many	have	become	available	since	2004.	
	 37.	 worLd digiTaL LiBrarY,	 http://www.wdl.org/en/search/gallery/?q=china&qla=en&institution
=national-library-of-china	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 38.	 For	example,	the	collection	includes	the	Yongle Encyclopedia,	the	largest	encyclopedia	in	pre-
modern	Chinese	history	(bound	in	11,095	volumes),	covering	almost	all	the	famous	treatises	reflect-
ing	Confucian	philosophy	before	the	fifteenth	century.	Yongle Encyclopedia,	worLd digiTaL LiBrarY,	
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/3019/	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 39.	 LawS & reguLaTionS daTaBaSe oF The rePuBLic oF china,	http://law.moj.gov.tw/Eng/	(last	
visited	Apr.	29,	2013).
	 40.	 Mainly	economic,	business,	and	tax-related	laws	are	translated	into	English.
	 41.	 “The	Korea	Legislation	Research	 Institute	 (KLRI)	 is	 a	 government-funded	national	 policy	
research	 institute,	 established	 in	 July	 1990,	 to	 systematically	 collect	 and	manage	 legal	 information	
and	conduct	professional	research	on	legislation,	with	the	aim	of	providing	advice	and	assistance	in	
the	formulation	of	national	legislative	policies	and	of	improving	legal	services.”	Introduction,	kLri: 
korea LegiSLaTion reSearch inST.,	http://www.klri.re.kr/eng/category/greetings.do	(last	visited	May	
2,	2013).
	 42.	 Korean Laws in English,	miniSTrY oF gov’T LegiSLaTion,	 http://www.moleg.go.kr/english
/korLawEng	(last	visited	May	2,	2013),	contains	912	acts	and	decrees	and	is	searchable	by	title	or	full	
text.
	 43.	 Search for Standard Terms,	kLri: korea LegiSLaTion reSearch inST.,	 http://elaw.klri.re.kr
/eng_service/wordSearch.do	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 44.	 Jootaek	 Lee,	Update: A Research Guide and a Bibliography for Korean Legal Resources in 
English,	 gLoBaLex	 (Nov./Dec.	 2012),	 http://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/South_Korean_Legal
_Resources1.htm.
	 45.	 Interim	Report,	Study	Council	for	Promoting	Translation	of	Japanese	Laws	and	Regulations	
into	 Foreign	 Languages	 (Sept.	 30,	 2005),	 available at	 http://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisaku/hourei/pc
/houkoku_e.pdf.	 In	 order	 to	 promote	 an	 environment	 to	 distribute	 Japanese	 laws	 internationally,	
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However,	the	definitive	version	is	the	Japanese	text,	and	there	are	no	official	English	
translations	of	Japanese	laws.	The	quality	of	English	translation	of	Japanese	laws	
has	been	 improved	by	 the	 translation	project	 led	by	 the	Ministry	of	 Justice.	The	
Japanese Law Translation	web	site	created	by	the	Ministry	of	Justice	provides	bilin-
gual	 Japanese	 laws,	and	the	text	 includes	a	 link	to	related	 laws.	An	online	search	
interface	allows	users	to	search	the	database	using	either	English	or	Japanese	search	
terms.	 The	 display	 interface	 can	 be	 set	 to	 bilingual,	 bilingual	 alternating	 text,	
English	only,	or	Japanese	only.	Search	results	can	be	printed	or	downloaded	in	PDF,	
Word,	plain	text,	or	XML	format.	The	Intellectual	Property	High	Court	provides	
reliable	 information	 on	 Japanese	 copyright	 law	 in	 English,	 French,	 German,	
Chinese,	Korean,	and	Japanese	and	includes	summaries	of	cases	and	publications.46	
Nagoya	 University	 cooperated	 with	 the	 Japanese	 government	 on	 the	 English	
Translation	of	 Japanese	Laws	Project,	which	 later	merged	 into	 the	 Japanese	Law	
Translation	project.	Although	Nagoya	University’s	site	is	no	longer	updated,	it	still	
contains	useful	information,	such	as	legal	dictionaries.47














of	 Justice,	which	has	been	editing	the	Standard Bilingual Dictionary	and	translating	approximately	
440	laws	and	regulations	into	English.	The	Ministry	of	Justice	will	continue	to	translate	laws	of	great	
interest.	About This Site,	JaPaneSe Law TranSLaTion,	http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/index
/about_this_site/?re=02	 (last	 visited	May	 2,	 2013).	 The	 translations	 are	 available	 at	 JaPaneSe Law 
TranSLaTion,	http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 46.	 History,	 inTeLLecTuaL ProPerTY high courT,	 http://www.ip.courts.go.jp/eng/aboutus/
history/index.html	 (last	 visited	May	 11,	 2013).	 This	 is	 a	 special	 branch	 of	 the	 Tokyo	High	Court	
established	in	2005.	The	court	hears	appeals	from	district	courts	in	Japan	on	patent	actions	and	suits	
against	decisions	made	by	the	Japan	Patent	Office.
	 47.	 日本法令英訳プロジェクト,	 http://www.kl.i.is.nagoya-u.ac.jp/told/	 (last	 visited	 May	 2,	
2013).
	 48.	 TranSParencY oF JaPaneSe Law ProJecT,	http://www.tomeika.jur.kyushu-u.ac.jp/index.html	
(last	visited	Apr.	29,	2013).	The	web	site	includes	many	Japanese	laws	and	court	decisions	in	English	
in	the	fields	of	corporate	law,	goods	and	services	transaction	law,	financing	law,	intellectual	property	
law,	 insolvency	 law,	 arbitration	 law,	 civil	 litigation	 law,	 and	 public	 international	 law.	 The	 project	
was	 led	 by	 law	professors	 from	 several	 universities	 and	was	 instituted	 in	 2004	 by	 the	Ministry	 of	
Education,	Culture,	Sports,	Science	and	Technology	(MEXT).
	 49.	 See	 Japanese Law,	miZuho SecuriTieS,	 http://www.mizuho-sc.com/english/ebond/law.html	
(last	visited	May	2,	2013);	Research & Links,	miZuho SecuriTieS,	http://www.mizuho-sc.com/english
/ebond/index.html	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).





though	 there	are	 some	exceptions,	 such	as	 cases	 from	 the	Korean	Constitutional	
Court50	and	the	Supreme	Court.51
¶32	Although	 it	 is	 less	 expensive	 to	 acquire	 East	Asian	 legal	materials	 in	 the	




¶33	Another	 issue	related	 to	 translations	 is	 their	quality—how	accurately	 the	
legal	meaning	of	 the	 text	 in	 its	 original	 language	 is	 rendered	 into	 the	 translated	
language.	 The	 quality	 of	 translations	 provided	 by	 different	 vendors	 varies.	 For	
example,	 both	Westlaw	 China	 and	 ChinaLawInfo	 are	 databases	 offering	 English	
translations	of	Chinese	legal	materials,	but	their	translations	are	not	identical,	even	
though	they	use	the	same	vernacular	text.	For	example,	when	translating	the	newly	















decisions	 since	 1988	 are	 available	 in	 English	 on	 the	 web	 site	 of	 the	 Korean	 Constitutional	 Court	
and	are	searchable.	conSTiTuTionaL courT oF korea,	http://english.ccourt.go.kr	(last	visited	May	2,	




on	the	web	site	of	the	Supreme	Court	Library	of	Korea.	See	Guide,	SuPreme courT LiBrarY oF korea,	
http://library.scourt.go.kr/Eng/SCD/guide.jsp	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 52.	 Xingshi	 Susong	 Fa	 (刑事诉讼法)	 [Criminal	 Procedure	 Law]	 (promulgated	 by	 the	 Nat’l	
People’s	Cong.	Mar.	14,	2012,	effective	immediately).
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German	 legal	 system,	 but	 also	 follows	 customary	 law	 and	 sound	 reasoning.	
Furthermore,	 American	 legal	 principles	 have	 affected	 Korean	 law	 since	 Korea’s	
liberation	 from	 Japan	by	American	 forces	 in	 1945.	Topically,	Korean	 law	 can	be	
broadly	organized	into	public	law,	private	law,	and	social	law.54	Primary	sources	of	
law	 in	 Korea	 are	 its	 constitution	 and	 acts,	 treaties,	 emergency	 executive	 orders,	
emergency	financial	and	economic	executive	orders,	presidential	decrees,	rules	of	
the	 national	 assembly,	 rules	 of	 the	 Supreme	 Court,	 rules	 of	 the	 Constitutional	
Court,	rules	of	the	National	Election	Commission,	ordinances	of	the	prime	minis-
ter	and	ministries,	enforcement	decrees,	administrative	rules,	and	municipal	ordi-
nances	 and	 rules.	 Excellent	 summaries	 and	 graphics	 of	 the	 Korean	 legislative	
system,	categories	of	acts	and	subordinate	statutes,	and	a	hierarchy	of	authorities	
are	 provided	 by	 the	 Korea	 Legislation	 Research	 Institute	 at	 its	 Statutes of the 
Republic of Korea	web	site.55
¶36	 Primary	 sources	 of	 law	 including	 the	 amendments	 to	 the	 constitution,	
proposed	 amendments	 to	 the	 constitution,	 acts,	 treaties,	 decrees,	 notices,	 and	
important	government	policies	are	published	daily	in	the	Gwanbo	(Official	Gazette,	
관보).56	 The	 Law	 Information	 Service	 under	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Government	
Legislation	 later	 compiles	 and	 publishes	 the	 laws	 in	 Daehanminkuk 




such	 as	 military;	 education	 and	 scholarship;	 science	 and	 technology;	 customs,	
commerce,	trade,	and	industry;	labor;	and	so	on.	Volume	50	provides	an	alphabeti-
cal	index	and	the	table	of	contents	of	each	volume.	As	of	February	2013,	there	were	







Lee,	supra	note	44;	ThomaS h. reYnoLdS & arTuro a. FLoreS,	Korea (Republic of),	in	Foreign Law: 




	 55.	 Korea Legislative System and Procedures,	kLri: korea LegiSLaTion reSearch inST.,	 http://
elaw.klri.re.kr/eng_service/struct.do	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).









the	Korea Legislation	 database	provides	 selected	 legislation	 including	 the	 current	
constitution	provided	by	the	Korean	Ministry	of	Government	Legislation.
¶38	Korea	Legislation	Research	Institute,	a	government-funded	national	policy	








base:	Korean Laws in English.	As	of	2013,	the	database	contains	912	current	Korean	
acts	 in	English	and	allows	 search	by	keyword	and	 title.60	The	National	Assembly	
web	 site	 provides,	 under	 the	“Laws	&	Bills”	 heading,	 English	 translations	 of	 the	
Constitution	of	the	Republic	of	Korea,	the	National	Assembly	Act,	foreigner-related	













	 58.	 Kanishk	Verghese,	Thomson Reuters Acquires LawnB,	aSian LegaL BuSineSS	(Mar.	30,	2012),	
http://asia.legalbusinessonline.com/news/thomson-reuters-acquires-lawnb/108127.
	 59.	 Statutes of the Republic of Korea,	kLri: korea LegiSLaTion reSearch inST.,	http://elaw.klri
.re.kr/eng_service/main.do	(last	visited	May	2,	2013)	(registration	required	for	access).
	 60.	 Korean Laws in English,	miniSTrY oF gov’T LegiSLaTion,	 http://www.moleg.go.kr/english
/korLawEng	(last	visited	May	17,	2013).
	 61.	 Laws & Bills,	naT’L aSSemBLY oF The rePuBLic oF korea,	 http://korea.assembly.go.kr/res
/low_01_read.jsp?boardid=1000000035	(last	visited	May	17,	2013).
	 62.	 In	Korea,	most	legislative	history	information	is	available	through	the	Integrated	Legislation	
Knowledge	 Management	 System.	 inTegraTed LegiSLaTion knowLedge mgmT. SYS.,	 http://likms
.assembly.go.kr	 (last	 visited	May	 20,	 2013).	 For	 information	 relating	 to	 bills,	 see	 [Bill Information 
System],	naT’L aSSemBLY oF The rePuBLic oF korea,	http://likms.assembly.go.kr/bill/jsp/main.jsp	(last	
visited	May	17,	2013).
	 63.	 conSTiTuTionaL courT oF korea,	supra	note	50.
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Library,	 using	 its	 catalog.64	Major	 legal	 publishers	 in	Korean	 include	Bobmunsa	
(법문사),	Sechang	Publishing	Company	(세창출판사),	YoungHwa	Josetongnam	
(영화조세통람),	 Bobnyul	 Publishing	 Company	 (법률출판사),	 Bobnyulmun-
hwawon	(법률문화원),	Beopjeon	Publishing	Company	(법전출판사),	Bobnyul-
Sowon	 (법률서원),	 LawnB	 (로앤비),	 and	Samilinfomain	 (삼일인포마인).	The	
Association	for	Library	Collections	and	Technical	Services	of	the	American	Library	
Association	 provides	 the	Foreign Book Dealers Directory,	 which	 includes	Korean	



















¶43	 Journal	 articles,	 dissertations,	 and	 theses	 are	 searchable	 in	 the	National	
Assembly	Library	catalog,72	or	in	commercial	databases	such	as	KSI,73	DBpia,74	and	
	 64.	 국회전자도서관	[naT’L aSSemBLY LiBrarY],	http://dl.nanet.go.kr/index.do	(last	visited	Apr.	
30,	2013).








	 68.	 inTerPark gLoBaL,	http://global.interpark.com	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).
	 69.	 Delivery	 takes	 five	 to	 nine	 business	 days.	 [aLadinuS],	 http://www.aladin.co.kr/home
/wbookmain.aspx	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).
	 70.	 See	 Digital Resources,	 SuPreme courT LiBrarY oF korea,	 http://library.scourt.go.kr/Eng
/service/digital.jsp	(last	visited	Apr.	29,	2013).
	 71.	 Supreme Court Decisions: Guide,	 SuPreme courT LiBrarY oF korea,	 http://library.scourt
.go.kr/Eng/SCD/guide.jsp	(last	visited	Apr.	29,	2013).
	 72.	 naT’L aSSemBLY LiBrarY,	supra	note	64.
	 73.	 PaPerSearch.neT,	http://www.papersearch.net	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).
	 74.	 dBPia,	http://www.dbpia.co.kr	(last	visited	Apr.	30,	2013).
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RISS.75	 For	 articles	 written	 in	 English,	 please	 refer	 to	 A Research Guide and a 





Information	Office	of	 the	People’s	Republic	of	China	 (P.R.C.)	on	Nov.	 27,	 2011,	
mainland	China’s	 legal	system	is	a	socialist	system	with	Chinese	characteristics.78	










its	standing	committee	are	printed	in	the	Official Gazette of the Standing Committee 
of National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic China,80	published	by	FaZhi	
Press	of	China	(中国法制出版社),	a	major	state-owned	legal	publisher	under	the	
supervision	of	N.P.C.’s	State	Council’s	Legal	Affairs	Office.	Similarly,	selective	cases	





system	 supplemented	 with	 local	 legislation,	 where	 both	 legislation	 and	 judicial	















and	 cases.	 See	 Legal Research Guide: China,	 LiBrarY oF cong.,	 http://www.loc.gov/law/help/china
.php#print	(last	visited	Apr.	29,	2013).
	 82.	 The LawS oF The PeoPLe’S rePuBLic oF china	(1987–).
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decisions	are	primary	sources	of	law.83	Certain	national	laws	listed	in	the	Basic	Law	
are	also	binding	in	the	Hong	Kong	SAR.84	The	Basic	Law	is	the	constitution	of	the	




and	English	are	official	languages	of	the	Hong	Kong	SAR.	The Laws of Hong Kong,	





was	the	Hong Kong Law Reports,	which	covers	judicial	decisions	from	1905	to	1996,	
published	by	the	Hong	Kong	Government	Printer.	The	current	official	law	report,	
The Authorised Hong Kong Law Reports and Digests,	covers	decisions	since	1997.	It	
is	published	by	Sweet	and	Maxwell	Asia	and	endorsed	by	the	Judiciary	of	the	Hong	
Kong	SAR.85









in	 the	Macau	SAR.	 Judicial	 cases	 are	 secondary	 sources	 in	 the	Macau	SAR.	The	
Macau	Government	 Printing	 Bureau	 lists	 all	 of	 its	 publications	 on	 its	 web	 site,	
including	Boletim Oficial da Região Administrativa Especial de Macau	(the	official	
gazette	of	Macau	SAR	that	covers	all	the	laws,	decrees,	and	administrative	regula-
tions),	 Legislação da RAEM	 (compiled	 legislation	 of	Macau	 SAR	 from	Dec.	 20,	
2009,	to	Dec.	31,	2001),	major	codes,	and	Colectânea de Jurisprudência do Tribunal 




	 83.	 xianggang JiBen Fa	art.	8	(H.K.).	An	unofficial	English	translation	of	the	Basic	Law	is	avail-
able	online:	BaSic Law,	http://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/index/index.html	(last	updated	Jan.	6,	2013).
	 84.	 xianggang JiBen Fa,	at	Annex	III.
	 85.	 For	more	information	on	law	reports	available	in	the	Hong	Kong	SAR,	see	Xiaomeng	Zhang,	
Introduction to Hong Kong Law Research,	univ. oF mich. L. LiBr. reSearch guideS,	http://libguides
.law.umich.edu/hong-kong	(last	updated	Mar.	23,	2012).
	 86.	 aumen JinBen Fa	art.	8	(Mac.).
	 87.	 Id.	at	Annex	III.
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as	both	are	official	languages	of	the	Macau	SAR	under	Article	9	of	the	Basic	Law.	A	
few	publications	covering	a	single	code	or	law	are	also	available	in	English.88
¶50	Taiwan.	Taiwan	 is	 a	 civil	 law	 jurisdiction	 influenced	by	Dutch,	 Japanese,	













Liu Fa Quan Shu	(六法全書)	by	Sanmin	Shuju	(三民書局),	a	long-standing	com-
mercial	 publisher	 in	 Taipei.92	 It	 covers	 not	 just	 the	 text	 of	major	 laws,	 but	 also	
interpretations	and	references	to	case	decisions.	There	were	a	few	publications	cov-




legislation	 in	 the	 greater	China	 area,	primary	 sources	of	 law,	 including	 laws	 and	
regulations	as	well	as	judicial	decisions,	are	freely	and	widely	available	in	many	dif-
ferent	databases	and	government	web	sites.
Government Databases of Laws and Regulations
¶53	 Following	 their	 respective	 freedom	 of	 information	 legislation	 and	 stan-
dards	 of	 practice,94	 governments	 in	 the	 greater	 China	 area	 have	made	 available	
	 88.	 See	Products,	gov’T PrinTing Bureau,	http://en.io.gov.mo/Products/default.aspx	(last	visited	
May	2,	2013).
	 89.	 Authority,	 JuSTiceS oF The conSTiTuTionaL courT, JudiciaL Yuan, r.o.c.,	 http://www
.judicial.gov.tw/constitutionalcourt/EN/p01_02.asp	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 90.	 For	statutes	and	regulations	on	powers	and	 interpretation	procedure,	 see	Relevant Statutes 
and Regulations,	JuSTiceS oF The conSTiTuTionaL courT, JudiciaL Yuan, r.o.c.,	http://www.judicial
.gov.tw/constitutionalcourt/en/p07.asp	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).




	 93.	 For	a	complete	list	of	Taiwanese	legal	resources,	see	Taiwan,	in	reYnoLdS & FLoreS,	supra	note	
53;	see also	Bill	McCloy,	Taiwan Legal Research at the University of Washington,	gaLLagher Law LiBrarY	
(Jan.	1999),	http://lib.law.washington.edu/eald/tlr/tres.html.
	 94.	 The	State	Council	of	the	P.R.C.	issued	the	Regulation of the People’s Republic of China on the 
Disclosure of Government Information	(promulgated	by	the	State	Council	on	Apr.	5,	2007,	effective	on	
May	 1,	 2008),	 available at	 http://vip.chinalawinfo.com/newlaw2002/slc/slc.asp?db=chl&gid=90387.	
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online	the	constitutions,	laws,	regulations,	and	judicial	decisions	on	their	respective	
government	web	sites.	They	all	have	made	efforts	to	provide	English	translations	as	




regulations	 issued	by	 the	State	Council.95	The	database	 is	browsable	under	eight	













entire	Laws of Hong Kong	since	1997,	along	with	other	legal	documents	or	informa-










ment	 since	December	1996.	See	Code on Access to Information,	gov’T oF The hong kong SPeciaL 
admin. region,	http://www.access.gov.hk	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).	Macau	SAR	does	not	have	a	law	
on	 freedom	of	 information	 either,	 but	 certain	 laws	have	 relevant	provisions	on	open	 government	
information.
	 95.	 Welcome to the Database of Laws and Regulations,	naT’L PeoPLe’S cong.,	http://www.npc.gov
.cn/englishnpc/Law/Integrated_index.html	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 96.	 Zhongguo Falv Fagui Xinxi Xitong	 (中国法律法规信息系统),	 [naT’L PeoPLe’S cong.],	
http://law.npc.gov.cn/home/begin1.cbs	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 97.	 SuPreme PeoPLe’S courT oF The PeoPLe’S rePuBLic oF china,	http://www.court.gov.cn/qwfb
/	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 98.	 Zhongguo FaYuan wang,	 (中国法院网),	 http://www.chinacourt.org/paper.shtml	 (last	
visited	May	2,	2013).
	 99.	 Bilingual Laws Information System,	hong kong deP’T oF JuSTice,	http://www.legislation.gov
.hk/eng/index.htm	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 100.	 Judgments and Legal Reference,	 JudiciarY,	 http://www.judiciary.gov.hk/en/legal_ref
/judgments.htm	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
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able	with	many	user-friendly	search	features,	such	as	advanced	search	and	a	citator.	
It	also	provides	appeal	history	for	cases.	The	text,	however,	is	in	HTML.
¶58	 Lack	 of	 freedom	of	 information	 legislation	 does	 not	 prevent	 the	Macau	


















countries	 to	 achieve	 these	 goals,	 recognising	 the	 reciprocal	 advantages	 that	 all	
obtain	from	access	to	each	other’s	law,”107	legal	information	institutes	belonging	to	
the	Free	Access	to	Law	Movement	make	laws,	regulations,	judicial	decisions,	inter-
national	 treaties	 and	 agreements,	 and	 other	 primary	 legal	 materials	 available	
online,	free	to	the	public.






	 101.	 gov’T PrinTing Bureau,	http://en.io.gov.mo/default.aspx	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 102.	 Legislation,	 gov’T PrinTing Bureau,	 http://en.io.gov.mo/Legis/default.aspx	 (last	 visited	
May	2,	2013).
	 103.	 TriBunaiS da raem,	http://www.court.gov.mo/c/cdefault.htm	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 104.	 LawS & reguLaTionS daTaBaSe oF The rePuBLic oF china,	supra	note	39.
	 105.	 全国法规资料库,	http://law.moj.gov.tw/index.aspx	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 106.	 法规资料检索范围 [Scope of the Database], 全国法规资料库 [LawS & reguLaTionS 
daTaBaSe oF The rePuBLic oF china],	http://law.moj.gov.tw/Service/LawData.aspx	(last	visited	May	2,	
2013).
	 107.	 Declaration on Free Access to Law,	 FaTLm [Free acceSS To Law movemenT],	 http://
www.fatlm.org/declaration/	 (last	 visited	 May	 2,	 2013).	 For	 more	 information	 on	 the	 Free	 Access	
to	 Law	Movement,	 see	 Graham	Greenleaf,	 Legal Information Institutes and the Free Access to Law 
Movement	(Feb.	2008),	http://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Legal_Information_Institutes.htm.
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contains	 the	constitution,	 laws,	 regulations,	 law	reform	reports	and	consultation	















reports	on	Chinese	law	written	by	leading	scholars	in	English.	Taiwan Yearbook of 
International Law and Affairs,	 published	 by	 the	 Chinese	 (Taiwan)	 Society	 of	




lar	or	 in	English.	For	 example,	LawPress	China	 (法律出版社),	 founded	 in	1954	
under	the	supervision	of	the	Ministry	of	Justice	of	the	P.R.C.,	is	one	of	the	leading	
legal	 publishers	 in	mainland	China.	 It	 publishes	more	 than	 6000	 titles	 per	 year,	
including	 scholarly	 treatises,	 law	 commentaries,	 bar	 preparation	 books,	 and	
textbooks.
¶66	 In	 the	Hong	Kong	 SAR	 and	Taiwan,	 almost	 all	 international	 publishers	
(e.g.,	OUP,	Brill,	Kluwer)	have	established	local	offices.	In	addition,	major	univer-
sity	presses	publish	scholarly	works	on	laws	in	the	vernacular.	The	HKU	Press	has	
	 108.	 AsianLII Databases,	 aSianLii,	 http://www.asianlii.org/databases.html	 (last	 visited	 Apr.	
29,	2013).
	 109.	 HKLII Databases,	 hkLii,	 http://www.hklii.hk/eng/databases.html	 (last	 visited	 May	 2,	
2013).
	 110.	 LawciTe,	http://www.asianlii.org/LawCite/	(last	updated	June	6,	2013).
	 111.	 For	 more	 information	 about	 the	 Noteup	 feature,	 see	 AustLII Guide to Legal Research 
on the Web,	auSTLii,	http://www.austlii.edu.au/austlii/guide/current/20030315--4.html#Heading908	
(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
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published	 a	 law	 series	 that	 includes	 scholarly	 works	 reflecting	 the	 current	 legal	
development	of	Hong	Kong,	among	other	publications.
Journals and legal newsPaPers
¶67	There	 are	many	 journals	on	Chinese	 law	 in	English,	 such	 as	 the	Chinese 
Journal of International Law,	Columbia Journal of Asian Law,	and	Frontiers of Law in 
China.	In	addition,	China Law and Practice	is	a	leading	English	journal	that	covers	
English	 translations	 of	 laws,	 case	 digests,	 and	 articles	 on	 current	 practice	 of	 the	
entire	greater	China	area.	Most	journals	are	available	in	full	text	through	at	least	one	
of	 the	 major	 legal	 journal	 article	 databases	 such	 as	 HeinOnline,	 LexisNexis,	
Westlaw,	or	ABI/Inform.
¶68	There	are	more	than	one	hundred	legal	journals	in	Chinese	published	by	
various	university	presses	and	other	research	institutes.	The	Chinese Social Science 
Citation Index	 (CSSCI),	 maintained	 by	 the	 Nanjing	 University	 Chinese	 Social	
Sciences	Research	Evaluation	Center,	issues	an	annual	ranking	of	more	than	2700	
social	sciences	journals,	including	law	journals.112	Among	them,	China Legal Science	
and	Chinese Journal of Law	consistently	top	the	law	journal	rankings.113	Under	the	
supervision	of	the	Ministry	of	Justice,	the	Legal Daily	(法制日报集团)	is	a	leading	
legal	newspaper	press	group.	It	is	composed	of	seven	legal	news	publications.
¶69	The	Hong Kong Law Journal,	a	peer-reviewed	 journal	published	by	Hong	
Kong	University,	 is	 the	 leading	 academic	 law	 journal	 in	Hong	Kong.	Hong Kong 




ciations.	The	2011	release	of	the	Taiwan Social Science Citation Index	includes	eight	
journals	across	 the	entire	Taiwan	area.	Among	them,	Fair Trade Quarterly	by	 the	
Fair	Trade	Commission	of	Taiwan,	Chengchi Law Review	by	the	National	Chengchi	
University	College	of	Law,	and	National Taipei University Law Review	top	the	rank-
ing	list.	In	addition	to	law	reviews	and	journals	published	by	individual	universities	






land	China	 in	ChinaLawInfo,	 LexisNexis	 China,	 and	Westlaw	China	 in	Chinese,	
with	certain	materials	translated	into	English.	Similarly,	a	user	may	also	find	laws,	
	 112.	 chineSe SociaL ScienceS reSearch evaLuaTion cTr.,	 http://cssci.nju.edu.cn	 (last	 visited	
May	2,	2013).
	 113.	 See	 CSSCI Law Journals,	 koguan Law Sch. oF Shanghai Jiao Tong univ.,	 http://law
.sjtu.edu.cn/Article070403.aspx	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 114.	 元照出版社,	http://www.angle.com.tw/aboutus.asp	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 115.	 Sharing cuLTure enTerPriSe co. LTd.	 (新学林出版社),	 http://www.sharing.com.tw
/web/front/bin/home.phtml	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
344 LAW LIBRARY JOURNAL Vol. 105:3  [2013-16]














keywords,	 and	 some	 have	 English	 titles	 or	 abstracts.	 Both	 vendors	 also	 provide	
English	 search	 interfaces.	 Therefore,	 non-Chinese	 speakers	 are	 generally	 able	 to	
find	articles	by	searching	with	English	keywords.
¶74	 LexisNexis	 has	 also	 launched	 a	 comprehensive	 Chinese	 law	 database,	
LexisNexis	China.	In	addition	to	providing	statutes,	regulations,	judicial	decisions,	





¶75	The	Japanese	 legal	 system	is	based	on	the	civil	 law	system,	 following	the	
model	of	European	legal	systems,	especially	those	of	Germany	and	France.	Japan	
established	its	legal	system	when	imperial	rule	was	restored	to	Japan	in	1868—the	
Meiji	 Restoration.	 The	Meiji	 Constitution	 was	 the	 organic	 law	 of	 the	 Japanese	









	 116.	 weSTLaw china,	http://www.westlawchina.com/index_en.html	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 117.	 See	 Our Services,	 chinaLawinFo,	 http://www.lawinfochina.com/ProductsServices/index
.shtm#aboutus	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 118.	 cnki,	http://law1.cnki.net/law/default.aspx	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).





























lations.	 It	 consists	of	 six	 fundamental	 codes:	 the	Constitution	 (Kenpō),	 the	Civil	
Code	 (Minpō),	 the	 Code	 of	 Civil	 Procedure	 (Minji	 Soshōhō),	 the	 Commercial	
Code	(Shōhō),	 the	Criminal	Code	(Keihō),	and	 the	Code	of	Criminal	Procedure	
	 121.	 [gov’T documenT PuBL’g diSTriB. cooP.],	全国官報販売協同組合,	http://www.gov-book
.or.jp	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 122.	 In	 Japan,	 there	 are	 two	 chambers	 of	 parliament:	 House	 of	 Councillors—Upper	 Diet	
(Sangi-In),	 see	 houSe oF counciLLorS, naT’L dieT oF JaPan,	 参議院,	 http://www.sangiin.go.jp	
(last	 visited	May	 15,	 2013),	 and	House	 of	 Representatives—Lower	 Diet	 (Shūgi-In),	 see	houSe oF 
rePreSenTaTiveS,	[naT’L dieT oF JaPan],	衆議院,	http://www.shugiin.go.jp/index.nsf/html/index.htm	
(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
	 123.	 [List of Bills],	 houSe oF counciLLorS, naT’L dieT oF JaPan,	 参議院議案情報,	 http://
www.sangiin.go.jp/japanese/joho1/kousei/gian/180/gian.htm	(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
	 124.	 [List of Bills],	 [houSe oF rePreSenTaTiveS],	 衆議院議案の一覧,	 http://www.shugiin
.go.jp/index.nsf/html/index_gian.htm	(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
	 125.	 Prime miniSTer oF JaPan & hiS caBineT,	 首相官邸,	 http://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/joho
/index.html#link	(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
	 126.	 [Gazette]	 インターネット版官報,	 [indeP. admin. corP. For naT’L PrinTing Bureau]	
独立行政法人国立印刷,	http://kanpou.npb.go.jp	(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
	 127.	 [Gazette Digest]	 官報ダイジェスト,	 Prime miniSTer oF JaPan & hiS caBineT,	 首相官
邸,	http://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/kanpo/digest.html	(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
	 128.	 Shūgin seitei hōritsu,	 衆議院制定法律	 [Session Laws],	 [houSe oF rePreSenTaTiveS],	
http://www.shugiin.go.jp/index.nsf/html/index_housei.htm	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 129.	 [miniSTrY oF inTernaL aFFairS & commc’nS],	 [SōmuShō],	 総務省の情報通信政策に
関するポータルサイト,	 http://www.soumu.go.jp/main_sosiki/joho_tsusin/joho_tsusin.html	 (last	
visited	May	11,	2013).









web	 site,	 Kokkai	 Kaigiroku	Kensaku	 Shisutemu.131	 Supreme	Court	 rules	 can	 be	
found	on	the	court’s	web	site.132
Secondary Sources
¶82	 Judicial	 power	 is	 vested	 in	 the	 Supreme	 Court	 and	 lower	 courts	 (high	
courts,	district	courts,	family	courts,	and	summary	courts).	Japan’s	court	system	is	
divided	into	four	tiers.133	Independence	of	the	judiciary	is	guaranteed	by	the	con-
stitution.	Most	 judges	are	virtually	 lifetime	employees	of	 a	national	government	
bureaucracy.	The	judgments	of	the	Supreme	Court	are	considered	to	be	binding	on	
lower	 courts.	 The	 decisions	 of	 the	 high	 courts	 are	 very	 influential	 in	 the	 lower	
courts.	 Judicial	 decisions,	 regarded	 as	 being	 important,	 are	 compiled	 and	
codified.







	 130.	 nihonkoku kenPō	 [kenPō]	 [conSTiTuTion]	 (Japan),	 translation at	 http://www.sangiin
.go.jp/eng/law/index.htm	(last	visited	May	2,	2013);	minPō	[minPō]	[civ. c.],	1896	(Japan),	transla-
tion at	http://www.cas.go.jp/jp/seisaku/hourei/data/CC.pdf	(last	visited	May	2,	2013);	minJi SoShōhō	
[minSohō]	 [c. civ. Pro.],	 1996	 (Japan),	 translation at	 http://www.japanlaw.co.jp/procedure
/civilcode.html	 (last	 visited	 May	 2,	 2013)	 and	 at	 http://eiyaku.hounavi.jp/taiyaku/h08a10901.php	
(last	 visited	 May	 2,	 2013);	keihō	 [keihō]	 [Pen. c.],	 1907	 (Japan),	 translation at	 http://www.cas





	 131.	 [Nat’l Diet Proceedings],	 [naT’L dieT oF JaPan],	 http://kokkai.ndl.go.jp	 (last	 visited	
May	1,	2013).
	 132.	 Saibansho kisokushū,	 裁判所規則集	 [Supreme Court Rulebook],	 courTS in JaPan,	
http://www.courts.go.jp/kisokusyu	(last	visited	May	11,	2013).
	 133.	 The	 Japanese	 court	 system	 is	 relatively	 simple	 because	 it	 is	 not	 a	 federal	 system.	 The	




















Official Case Reports in Print
¶87	Case	reports	of	Taishin’in139	can	be	found	in	Taishin’in Minji Hanketsuroku	
(Civil)	 and	 Taishin’in Keiji Hanketsuroku	 (Criminal),	 published	 by	 Shihō	 Shō	
(Ministry	of	Justice)	from	1875	to	1887	and	published	by	Tōkyō	Hōgakuin	from	
1895	 to	 1921.	 Later	 cases	 are	 in	Taishin’in Minji Hanreishū	 (Civil)	 from	1922	 to	
1946	and	in	Taishin’in Keiji Hanreishū	(Criminal)	from	1922	to	1947.	Since	1947,	
court	reports	published	by	the	Supreme	Court	and	lower	courts	have	been	divided	
into	 two	 categories:	 civil	 and	 criminal	 cases.	 Saikō Saibansho Minji Hanreishū	
(Civil)	and	Saikō Saibansho Keiji Hanreishū	(Criminal)	are	published	by	the	Hanrei	
Chōsakai.	These	collect	cases	where	different	judgments	were	entered	despite	simi-
larities	 between	 the	 cases.	 Saikō Saibansho Minji Saibanshū	 (Civil)	 and	 Saikō 
Saibansho Keiji Saibanshū	(Criminal)	contain	cases	selected	by	the	members	of	the	
courts	as	reference	cases	for	the	future.	There	are	four	subject-specific	case	report-
ers:	 Administrative	 Cases,140	 Family	 Cases,141	 Intellectual	 Property	 Cases,142	 and	
Labor	Cases.143
	 134.	 [Court Case Information],	 courTS in JaPan,	 http://www.courts.go.jp/search/jhsp0010
?action_id=first&hanreiSrchKbn=01	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 135.	 [Recent Judgments],	 courTS in JaPan,	 http://www.courts.go.jp/hanrei.html	 (last	 visited	
May	1,	2013).
	 136.	 Judgments of the Supreme Court,	SuPreme courT oF JaPan,	http://www.courts.go.jp/english
/judgments/index.html	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 137.	 Aichi University Legal Search Engine ‘Aidai Roppou’ version 2.1,	aichi univ.,	 http://roppou
.aichi-u.ac.jp	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 138.	 ueno TaTSuhiro,	 http://www.rikkyo.ne.jp/~uenot/copyright.html	 (last	 visited	 May	
11,	2013).
	 139.	 Daishin’in	 or	 Taishin’in	 (Great	 Court	 of	 Judicature)	 is	 the	 Supreme	 Court	 under	 the	
Constitution	of	the	Empire	of	Japan.
	 140.	 gYōSei Jiken SaiBanreiShū	(1950–1997).
	 141.	 kaTei SaiBan gePPō	(1955–).
	 142.	 muTai ZaiSan kankei minJi gYōSSei SaiBanShū	 (1969–1990);	 chiTeki ZaiSanken 
kankei minJi SaiBanShū	(1991–1998).
	 143.	 rōdō kankei minJi SaiBanreiShū	(1950–).
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Unofficial Case Reports in Print
¶88	Several	court	report	journals	are	published.	Each	issue	has	case	interpreta-
tion	 and	 analysis,	 the	 essential	 elements	 of	 the	 court	 decisions,	 and	 comments.	
Hanrei Jihō	(published	by	Hanrei	Jihōsha)	includes	important	cases	and	gives	key	
point	 of	 judgments.	Hanrei Hyōron,	 a	 supplement	 to	Hanrei Jihō,	 is	 devoted	 to	
comment	on	cases.	Hanrei Taimuzu	 (published	by	Hanrei	Taimuzusha)	 includes	
cases	of	the	Supreme	Court;	administrative	cases;	labor	cases;	and	civil,	commer-
cial,	and	criminal	cases.	There	is	a	DVD	version,	which	includes	all	cases.	There	are	
also	 subject-specific	 case	 reports:	Hanrei Chihō Jichi	 (published	 by	 Gyōsei)	 for	
administrative	 cases;	 Kōtsū Jiko Minji Saibanreishū	 (published	 by	 Gyōsei)	 for	
important	civil	traffic	cases;	Junkan Ki’nyū Hōmu Jijyō	(published	by	Ki’nyū	Zaisei	
Jijyō	Kenkyūkai)	for	financial	transaction	cases;	Ki’nyū Shōji Hanrei	(published	by	
Keizai	Hōrei	Kenkyūkai)	for	financial	transactions,	management,	and	enterprises	




¶89	 Juristuto,	 Hōgaku Kyōshitsu,	 Hōritsu Jihō,	 and	 Hōgaku Seminā	 are	 all	











and Policy Journal	 (APLPJ),	 Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus,144	 Hitotsubashi 
Journal of Law & Politics	 (published	 by	Hitotsubashi	 Daigaku),	 and	 Japan Law 





benefits	 for	universities	and	 legal	 scholars	around	the	world.	 Japanese	articles	 in	
law	 reviews	 that	 are	 in	 institutional	 repositories	 are	 searchable	 through	Google	




	 145.	 ōhara deJiTaru raiBurari,	 http://oohara.mt.tama.hosei.ac.jp/kensaku/ronbun.html	
(last	visited	May	15,	2013).
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Scholar,	and	there	is	a	link	to	them	on	the	CiNII	Articles	web	site.146	CiNII	Articles,	
produced	by	the	National	Institute	of	Informatics,	provides	links	to	an	online	cata-
log	 of	more	 than	 1200	 academic	 institutions	 in	 Japan	 and	 access	 to	more	 than	
twelve	million	books	and	journal	titles,	and	it	is	a	gateway	to	academic	articles	in	














版部).	 Some	 legal	 publishers	 have	 started	 to	provide	 their	 book	 catalogs	 online.	
Examples	include	Nihon	Hyōronsha,	Yūhikaku,	Dai-Ichi	Hōki,	Hanrei	Timuzusha,	
and	Shin-Nihon	Hōki.	Some	publishers	in	Japan	distribute	CDs	containing	cases	that	




¶92	For	news,	Asahi Shinbun,	Mainichi News,	Yomiuri News,	and	Nihon Keizai 
Shinbun	distribute	their	stories	via	the	web.	Asahi Shinbun	has	also	had	a	full-text	
commercial	 database	 for	 their	 news	 since	 1986.	 For	 English	 readers,	 the	 Japan 




	 146.	 nii: The naTionaL inSTiTuTe oF inFormaTicS	 (kokuriTSu Jōhōgaku kenkYūJo	 国立




	 147.	 See	 List of Online Services,	 naT’L dieT LiBrarY,	 http://www.ndl.go.jp/en/service/online
_service.html	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).
	 148.	 Shin Nihon Hōki Shuppan,	 oPen LiBrarY,	 http://openlibrary.org/publishers/Shin_Nihon
_Ho%CC%84ki_Shuppan	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 149.	 Yūhikaku	 launched	 YDC1000	 for	 e-books	 in	 2012—a	 subscription	 to	 any	 e-books	
produced	 by	Yūhikaku	 for	 1000	 yen	 per	month.	YDC1000,	 http://cotoha.jp/2011/12/ydc1000.html	
(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
	 150.	 houko.com,	http://www.houko.com	(last	visited	May	1,	2013).
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the	database	 costs	money,	but	much	of	 it	 is	 available	 for	 free.	 Super	Hōrei	Web	
combines	current	Japanese	law	compiled	by	the	Ministry	of	Justice	with	repealed	
laws.151		 It	 contains	more	 than	 12,000	 laws,	 including	 the	 constitution,	 statutes,	
ministry	 ordinances,	 administrative	 laws,	 regulations,	 treaties,	 decrees,	 notices,	
Daijōkan	 Fukoku,152	 and	Daijōkan	 Tasshi,153	 and	 the	 history	 of	 amendments	 is	
searchable.	The	database	 is	connected	to	LEX/DB,	and	there	 is	a	 link	to	relevant	
precedent.	With	a	monthly	fee,154	all	gazettes	(Kanpō)	since	May	3,	1947	(when	the	
current	 constitution	 came	 into	 effect)	 are	 accessible	 at	 the	 National	 Printing	
Bureau’s	web	 site.	Dai-Ichi	Hōki	 also	publishes	 the	 current	debate	 schedule	 and	
full-text	data	of	some	bills.








include	 laws	 and	 regulations,	 case	 reports	 since	 1948,	 legal	 commentaries,	 and	















	 151.	 Super	法令 Web,	http://shb.legal-square.com/SHB-Shohin/page/SWLogin.jsf	 (last	 visited	May	
11,	2013).
	 152.	 太政官布告（だじょうかんふこく ） ,	Fukoku	laws	proclaimed	at	the	beginning	of	the	Meiji	
Era.	Originally,	there	was	no	difference	between	fukoku	and	tasshi;	however,	beginning	in	1873,	“fukoku”	
was	used	for	laws	pertaining	to	Japanese	citizens.




	 156.	 See	 東京大学法学部大学院法学政治学研究科,	 http://www.j.u-tokyo.ac.jp/about/activity
/hogaku	(last	visited	May	2,	2013).





































a	 delicate	 balancing	 act	 for	 librarian-selectors.	 Rising	 publishing	 costs	 and	 ever-
shrinking	collection	budgets	have	certainly	made	the	challenge	all	the	more	acute.	
Incorporating	an	East	Asian	component	into	the	foreign	law	collection	in	an	aca-




	 157.	 See Law,	 eaST view inFormaTion ServiceS,	 http://www.eastview.com/subjects/law	 (last	 visited	
May	2,	2013).
